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The minimum BS&S course hour requirements as stated in the USCG Auxiliary Manual 
2 B 13 d (3). It’s restated below:

“For the Boating Skills and Seamanship (BS&S) course to be NASBLA approved, instructors will teach at least the first eight lessons, with the exception of Lesson Seven, Inland Boating, which may be taught where appropriate. This is referred to as the Core course. The Core course is NASBLA-approved when State and local regulations are taught and the examination is passed. The total time of instruction for the Core course must be at least two hours times the number of lessons taught. When individual lessons or any combination of lessons (other than the Core course) are taught, the course length will be two hours times the number of lessons taught.” 

The PowerPoint presentation has been revised in 2014 to make the outline content richer in detail to further assist the instructor.  The instructor always has the latitude of embellishing the course material to include their personal experience and knowledge.
It’s a common practice to include additional selected chapters to the core course based on local demands   The Navigation Chapter 9 is a popular addition.  An additional two hour session is often added to allow students to perform navigation charting exercises to confirm their understanding.  The students usually get more satisfaction performing exercises using local charts.  The local flotilla decides whether navigation students are to provide their own navigation tools, or whether the flotilla provides “loaner” tools.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructors may compress the time allocated to chapters (other than the core chapters)    in order to enable spending more time with other chapters.  
The existing Final examination answer grid is still applicable.
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